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ventured into the domain of his majesty, were obliged to pay
the tribute exacted. It consisted, in the ease of the officers, of
a tribute of beer to Neptune and his court, and in that of the
men, of a shave and plunge afterward into a bath improvised
with a tarpaulin full of salt water. On the occasion Neptune
and Amphitrite were arrayed in royal robes, and each member
of the court in representations of mythological characters of the
realm. Neptune and Amphitrite arrived over the bow as the
Equator was reached. Their reception and welcome, their direc-
tion and supervision of the ceremonies of initiating the marine
tenderfoot, were interesting to the novices and entertaining to
the marine graduate.

The ingenuity displayed in making up the costumes of Nep-
tune and his court was marvelous, and the disguises of the par-
ticipants, even in the perfect glare of daylight, were complete.

On the 9th of December the mouth of the Congo was reached,
after several days of steaming against the strong current of the
river, which sets northwardly for several hundred miles. Shark's
Point was visited, but found to be a scene of desolation. The
natives had disappeared, their huts were destroyed, their cocoanut
trees were burned, and the whole region had been desolated and
made uninhabitable. Inquiry made at Banana, across the river,
elicited the fact that as soon as the destruction of this schooner
was known, Commander Leicester Keppel, of the British Navy,
stationed on the coast, proceeded at once with his vessel to Shark's
Point and promptly avenged the outrage in'the manner just de-
scribed. As soon as the details of this prompt and friendly ac-
tion of Commander Keppel were ascertained, it was with much
pleasure brought to the attention of the Navy Department.

This event having been satisfactorily inquired into and the
particulars ascertained, the Essex proceeded southward to St.
Paul de Loando, the capital city of the Portuguese colonies in
"West Africa, where she arrived a day or two afterwards to remain
only as long as might be required to renew stores of coal and
provisions to enable her to join her station in the South Atlantic.

The delay here was improved to make the usual ceremonial
visits to the governor, as required by the naval regulations. In-
cluded in the cruise of the Essex to join her station was an order
directing her commander to run a line of deep-sea soundingse departure,o point of inter-nant Co. K...............1st Lieut. F. M. Mullany, TJ. S. M. C.
